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Vision Statement
Our vision is to inspire a passion for learning in a safe environment in which individuals develop a sense of pride in themselves, their school and community.

Mission Statement

We will achieve this by providing…
· the ability and desire to build on their knowledge and skills 

· a strong set of practical, social and emotional life skills 

· a sense of personal achievement 

· a sense of personal pride in themselves, their school and  community

· Christian and universal values through an ethos of love, tolerance and respect

(September 2015)

DDA STATEMENT

At St. Clement’s we will aim to:

· Promote equality of opportunity between disabled people and others.

· Eliminate discrimination that is unlawful under the Act.

· Eliminate harassment of disabled pupils that is related to their disabilities.

· Promote positive attitudes towards disabled people.

· Encourage participation by disabled people in public life.

· Take account of a disabled person’s disabilities, even when that involves treating a disabled person more favourably than another person. 

Rationale
As a school we value the opportunity that homework provides for Parents and Carers to support their child’s learning at home. Consolidating learning at home is a vital part of the process by which your child progresses in their education.   
The school policy for homework reflects the consensus of opinion of the whole teaching staff. It has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of the Governing body and has been informed through parent voice questionnaire feedback. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff. 

Our expectation is that all children will be supported at home to complete the set activities, as stated in our home school agreement 

Aims

· To provide engaging opportunities, particularly in topic and science, for children to consolidate learning through activities set as homework. 

· To prepare children for the expectations for their year group and inform next-steps for teaching literacy and maths.
· To assess children’s ability to independently complete work appropriate for their year group. 

· To provide a means of communication with parents about their child’s learning. 

Expectations

The school will ensure that:

· All homework will be appropriately differentiated.

· The homework, where set as formal pieces of work, will be marked according to the marking policy to reflect success - areas for development or further support will be dentified. Research activities and Speaking & Listening activities will normally not be formally marked (see ‘Homework Activities’ section) with pink and green but will generally receive verbal feedback and may be marked as such.
· Expectations of what is appropriate for each child will be made clear by the class teacher.
· Rules and guidance on completing homework will be stuck into the front of all homework books. 

· Support is given to help pupils complete homework tasks by providing access to resources (e.g. ICT) at the weekly homework club held on Tuesday lunchtimes.
We expect children and parent/carers to:

· Read several times a week. Where provided, comments should be recorded in reading logs, initially by the adult but older children may, where agreed with the class teacher, comment in their reading records. We expect parents and children to continue to read regularly in the holidays. 

· Help to ensure that reading at home is an enjoyable experience and support children when they are struggling. If they are particularly tired, it is perfectly acceptable to read to/with them.

· Contact the class teacher if they have any concerns.
· Recognition through class dojo’s and additional incentives throughout the year will be given for children who produce a consistently high standard of homework and for families consistently providing excellent support with their children’s homework. Parents/carers are encouraged to respond to the positive recognition constituted by receiving class dojos in relation to completed homework
Incomplete homework – guidance for children and parents/carers.
· Ensure all homework is completed. If however your child has made their best effort but failed to complete a piece of work please ensure this is communicated to the teacher.
· If a child consistently fails to complete the set homework, school will contact parents to find out what is causing the barrier and offer support as appropriate (see appendices for standard letter)

· If homework is handed in late, it will not be marked but may simply be stamped with ‘late’.
· Pink comments should be responded to. If this has not been done, children may be asked to complete the work either at break time or when their next piece of homework is handed out on Thursday afternoon. 

Guidelines by year group

Foundation Stage 
Children in Nursery Class will not be expected to undertake directed homework but families are encouraged to involve their children in activities which support their learning and development such as reading stories and sharing books together, exploring maths by playing games, doing jigsaw puzzles and laying the table. 

Children in Reception Class are expected to read to an adult at home at least five times a week. Additional guidance and activities which will support your child with learning at home will be given weekly. Resources and activities to complete, e.g. phonics bags, may also be sent home to support the learning taking place in class.
Homework in Y1-Y6 
Children will be given an exercise book for which they are responsible. If the book is filled we will issue a second one. We cannot afford to supply replacements for children who lose their book. Line guides can be issued to support children with writing on plain paper. Children are responsible for their homework book. The school will replace lost books and resources on one occasion only. Parents/carers will then be asked to pay for replacements. 
Teachers will ensure that hand-in dates and expectations for homework are made clear. Reading journals may be used to communicate areas to focus on. Also, teachers may allow children to take one book at a time home from the class library to read for pleasure.
Homework activities
In response to parental and pupil feedback (summer 2015), Homework activities will primarily relate to topic-related work, often requiring longer projects, research and planning of presentations, or will engage children through links to other curriculum subjects. Links will be made appropriately to Literacy and Maths through these activities with the specific aim of securing learning which has taken place. 
Pre-learning activities (used to inform planning and progression) and Post-Learning activities (used to assess ability to work independently) will also be set. These will primarily be Literacy or Maths related but may relate to other curriculum areas also.

Speaking and listening activities may be set as homework. These will often not be formally marked but will be used to support children’s learning in class and development as independent learners.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar activities may also be set.

Outline of homework by year group for 2016-2017 academic year:
	Year group
	Time expectation
	Projects

	1
	20 minutes
	Teachers may set projects lasting more than one week. The expectation for these is that children spend an average of the time specified for their year group each week on the project in order that that produce a well presented and researched piece.

	2
	30 minutes
	

	3
	30 minutes
	

	4
	45 minutes
	

	5
	60 minutes
	

	6
	90 minutes
	


*’Time expectation’ relates to the average or approximate time it is expected homework will take to complete each week.
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Dear Parent/Carer

Dear parent/carer,
Your child _________________________ has failed to complete their homework / hand in their homework [delete as applicable] on more than one occasion this term.
We request that all parents/carers support their children with homework tasks to ensure they are completed to a high standard and are handed in on time.  Please can you discuss the above with your child and ensure you offer them appropriate support in order that they make the required progress in their learning. 
If there is any reason why your child is not able to complete homework, please ensure you inform the class teacher before the date the work is due to be handed in.

If you require further support or advice to ensure your child consistently completes their homework, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or to Mr Tupman.

Thank-you for your support,
Mr Tupman
Please complete the slip below and return to the class teacher as soon as possible.
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I have discussed the above with my child. 

I would like an appointment to speak to the teacher.

I wish to make a comment:

Signed _____________________ Parent/Carer of ______________________ Year _____ 


Homework – Guidance for parents/carers
Expectations:
· Read several times a week with your child and help them if they are struggling. We encourage you to comment on their progress in reading records.

· Support your child with their homework.  This is really important as it helps them learn and shows them that you care about their success in school.

· Contact the class teacher if you have any concerns.
Types of homework
Most homework will be topic-related work, often requiring longer projects, research and planning of presentations. 

Literacy and Maths Pre-learning activities (to find out what children already know) and Post-Learning activities (to assess independently work after teaching) will also be set, as will Speaking & Listening tasks and work relating to spelling, punctuation and grammar.

In line with our marking policy, formal pieces of homework will be marked in green and pink. We expect pink comments to be responded to. If they are not, this will need to be done in school time. Speaking and listening work, presentations, research projects etc will usually receive verbal feedback instead of written marking. This is a valuable way to support the children’s development and speaking and listening skills. 

Homework club will take place on Tuesday lunchtimes if children require support to complete their homework
	Year group
	Time expectation
	Projects

	1
	20 minutes
	Teachers may set projects lasting more than one week. The expectation for these is that children spend an average of the time specified for their year group each week on the project in order that that produce a well presented and researched piece.

	2
	30 minutes
	

	3
	30 minutes
	

	4
	45 minutes
	

	5
	60 minutes
	

	6
	90 minutes
	


We reward homework which is completed consistently on time and to a high standard with Class Dojos – please log onto the system and see how your child is doing with their homework and in other areas of their learning and feel free to leave positive feedback.

There will be additional rewards and awards for children who consistently deliver excellent homework and parent/carers who provide consistently strong support with their children’s homework. 

Please look after homework books and resources. We will replace them on one occasion but will, unfortunately, need to request payment for further replacements. 
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